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'>•  Eviden^inry  Document  No.  5193 

fcESThlCTED 


For  tho  WAR  CMMES  OFFICE 


Classification  changed  from 
"CONFIDENTIAL"  to 
"RESThlCTED'1  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  By/s/E. 
Checkot,  ha  lor  Inf. 


Judgo  Advocate  General's  Dcrartr.ent  -  War  Department 
United  State  of  America. 


In  the  matter  cf  gross  inadequ-  Perpetuation  of  Testimony  of 
acics  amounting  to  a  group  Harold  J.  Whitcomb, 

honocide  cf  hundreds  of  let.  Lt. 

American  military  personnel 
while  transporting  them  from 
Pier  7»  Manila,  to  Japan, 

December  12,  1944,  tc  January 

29,  1945. 


Taken  at: 


Eilt.ir.c.re  Rcgicnrl  Convalescent  Hospital,  Miami, 
Florida . 


Date : 


4  October,  1945* 


In  the  prese.  ce  cf :  Meyer  Sugarmen,  Special  Agent,  Security 

Intelligence  Corps,  Fourth  Service  Command. 

•• 

Reporter:  Elizabeth  B.  Noth,  Clerk-Steno,  Miami  Beach 

Service  Base,  Miami  Beach,  Blcrida. 

Questions  by:  Meyer  Superman,  Special  Agent,  Security 

Intelligence  Corps,  Fourth  Service  Command. 


A. 


State  your  name,  rank,  serial  number  end  permanent 
heme  address. 

Harold  John  Wliitcoub,  1st.  Lt,,  0-369502,  200 
Buchanan  Street,  Frcmcnt,  Ohio, 

your  civilian  background  before  entering  the 

Army. 

I  was  born  at  Trcnont,  Ohio,  11  September,  1912. 

I  r.vtcnded  public  schools  at  Clyde,  Ohio,  and  was 
graduated  from  high  school,  I  was  employed  as  an 
inventory  clerk  with  a  local  ccr.corn,  Standard 
Products,  before  entering  the  Array. 

“TT“\e  date  of  yc-ur  capture,  where  you  were 
hold  and  dace  cf  liberation. 
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A .  TTcs  cepturcd  9  April,  1942.  on  Eetccn.  I  the  fee th 

■gg  ttat*SAE? es  rn  r  a scr.bly  Unp  by  the 

SrJeo r4 

sent  to°Sa ve o^Pene  1  Coliny  on  the  islcnd  ct^indrnao  where 
I  was  held  fror  11  November,  19*2,  ^ 1945 

L’-nilc  fren  Sotcber,  1944>  until  December,  1944«  1  vv^®  - 

thonet  FuVicko,  Nc.  22,  Kyushu,  Japan,  from.  Janurry,  1945, 
until  /t>ril.  1945 .  1  v;cs  at  liOtcn  Frison  Camp,  Inu^dcn, 

Menchurlc^fron  April ,  1945,  until  liberation  on  15  August, 

19*5. 

q  ,  Describe  ycur  beet  trip  fren  Manila. 

A-  SSrSSS  ^SSSS^SnlgJ^1” 

S* Sm  srssgs-^Tjr 

notell  rblettesliedde™  r^.rno^inc^  If  - 

cfCwrter  for  700  non.  There  were  only  two  buckets  in  three 

men  died  ef  suffocation  or  leek  of  water. 

for  water  end  air.  There  v:es  r.  Japanese  guard  at  the  top 

°f  T  SS.’SSS  ditd'becrusc^'ve  wore-  ionbed  14th 

CCrecJbcr  ?nrL  tho  "o?n^  ef  tho  15th,  end  ebr.ndcned  the 
beet  that  day. 


Q. 

A. 


Q. 

A. 


Vvhat  eccuired  in  connection  with  tnc  bombing.' 

Wo  were  berbed  cn  the  14th  :nd  tho  heft  went  'ground.  We 

wore  bonbed  again  cn  tho  15th.  T^'  ^PgGO^f^hc  Original 

end  later  v.o  tick  eff.  Approximately  1200  of  the  original 

group  wore  able  to  get  ash<rc. 

What  hap;  cned  then? 


kept 

facilitie 
Each  tine 
we  had  nc 
some  clothing  . 
ell  day  and  ail 
fron  cold . 


Along opc.  \7e  1200  were 
There  were  no  latrine 


Wc  wore  on  the  Island  of  Luzon  at 

in  cn  en^0®;^et|^1f0„l^inC3'durinE  the  seven  deys 
m  received  ~nly  li  spoonfuls  c,f  uncooked  rice 
facilities  with  which  to  cook  it.  ..c 
We  had  to  renrin  at  the  recedcr. 
night,  stark  naked.  Many  of 
During  this  seven-day  period,  100  American 


end 

were  given 
tennis  court 
us  suffered 
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military  personnel  died  from  exposure,  dysentery  rnd  str.rveticn. 
The  Japanese  gathered  their  bodies  cncc  r  day. 


Q.  Do  you  knov/  the  nr  res  of  rny  Jrpr.no  se  personnel  who  were  with 
you  on  the  boat? 

A,  Yes,  I  do.  Lt.  i.urrto  who  erne  to  the  grouj  from  Cc  bane  turn, 
Philippine  Islands,  r.nd  e  Jrpene30  civilian  interpreter  named 
Mr.  Wade  -ere  directly  responsible  for  these  conditions.  Their 
attitude  wes  cnc  of  good  intentions  to  our  frees  rnd  <  f  no  ccnccrn 
once  they  were  away  from  us.  While  we • were  in  this  tennis  court, 
they  continually  said  they  were  trying  to  arrenge  transportation 
rnd  food  for  us.  However,  rt  the  sane  time,  they  would  be  seen 
across  the  road  with  Japanese  soldiers,  talking,  laughing, 
drinking  beer  rnd  smoking  cigarettes;  and  from  whet  I  understand, 
did  nothing  to  mitigate  the  situation.' 

.■"Trjfttr" f&T  pened  then? 

A.  Wc  were  then  trken  to  Srn  Pcrnrndc,  Philippine  Islands,  where  we 
were  k' pt  in  rn  old  rbrndoned  theater  for  throe  days.  We  wore 
then  loaded  on  e  railroad  car.  One  hundred  of  us  were  crowded 
into  a  box  car.  These  cars  wore  the  small  European  size.  The 
Japanese  placed  some  of  cur  personnel  cn  top  of  the  cars  so  the 
bombers  wouldn’t  hit  then,  ^hese  men  were  given  pillow  crscs 
r.nd  white  flags  for  signaling, 

Q.  Where  were  you  taken  next? 

A,  We  were  taken  off  the  trrin  at  Linguicn  on  the  Island  of  Luzon. 

We  spent  part  of  the  dry  in  the  school  yard  where  we  were  given 
no  sanitation  facilities.  We  were  then  marched  to  the  beach  where 
we  remained  two  days  and  cne  night.  Wc  were  on  the  send;  had  nc- 
shede ;  almost  no  water  and  that  which  wc  did  have  was  nea sured  by 
the  spoonful.  Two  Officers,  including  one  colonel,  and  also  one 
enlisted  man  died  from  exposure.  Incidentally,  wc  were  in  fear 
cf  cur  lives  because  under  the  sand  cf  the  beach  had  been  buried 
gasoline  and  ammunition. 

Q.  Were  you  again  loaded  on  a  boat? 

•A.  We  were  put  on  a  horse  transport.  There  were  two  holds  and  I  was 
in  the  second  cne,  I  was  grouped  among  horse  remains,  flies  and 
corruption.  Again,  water  we s  me a sured  by  the  spoonful.  We  were 
supposed  to  have  been  fed  two  times  e  day  but  efton  we  were  only 
fed  once  a.  day.  Our  food  generally  consisted  cf  three  tcblcspocn- 
fuls  of  hot  water  soup  anc  the  sane  amount  of  ccolced  rice,  two 
tines  a  day.  Lleny  of  the  men  died  either  fror  accui.ula.ted 
weaknesses  from  former  experiences,  dysentery  cr  malaria.  The 
deed  would  average  25  a  day  mainly  from  starvation,  dysentery 
or  infection,  Wc  were  so  starved  that  we  ntc  flics  and  sore  ren 
even  picked  grain  chat  was  cn  the  floor  with  the  horse  remains, 

- - 
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We  were  crezcd  \zl th  hunger.  On  the  2nd.  or  3rd.  of  January,  we 
v/cre  torpedoed  twice.  The  rudder  end  propeller  of  the  beet  were 
damaged  but  there  were  no  casualties.  We  were  on  this  horse 
transport  about  thirteen  deys  all  to]d  end  on  January  9th  in 
Tacr.w  Harbor,  Formosa,  v/e  were  hit  by  a  Navy  Bor.b  Diver, 

Q.  Were  fny  efforts  r.cde  to  stop  this  condition? 

A,  Lt.  Col.  Olsen  made  many  efforts  at  the  risk  of  his  own  prrsonal 
safety  to  improve  cur  lot.  Lt.  Kurrte  and  Lr.  Y/p.dn  would  not 
do  anything  and  would  not  listen, 

Q.  What  happened  on  January  9th? 

A.  We  were  hit  by  several  bombs  along  the  water  line  and  three  of 
the  bombs  exploded  in  the  forward  hold  whore  600  to  700  non  were 
lined  up  in  squads  v/aiting  for  breekfest,  At  *hct  tine,  we  had 
one  G,I.  cup  ^f  tec  for  24  men.  These  throe  bombs  killed  about 
500  of  the  700  men  quartered  there  end  abcut  200  in  the  oftcrhold 
were  wounded,  V/e  had  ail  been  in  a  weakened  condition  because 
we  wei  e  ravaged  by  starvation,  exposure  and  zero  weather.  The 
holds  were  uncovered  and  we  had  no  blenkcts.  host  of  us  had  no 
clothing.  'Ve  had  absolutely  no  medical  attontien  and  as  we  noarec 
Formosa,  v/e  had  food  but  onco  a  dey,  no  water  and  we  serrped  the 
floor  covered  with  horse  remains  for  snow  that  filtered  down 
through  the  hold.  At  the  tine  we  wore  bombed,  approximately  40 
men  a  dey  were  dying  from  starvation  and  privation. 

Q.  What  happened  after  you  were  bombed? 

A,  Those  of  us  v/hc  survived  were  transferred  to  a  small  inter-island 
steamer  and  moved  to  Jrpan,  The  death  rate  was  high  but  I  am 
unable  tc  estimate  it.  We  arrived  pt  Mo^i  on  the  island  of 
Kyushu  apprcxiratcly  January  26tn  or  29th.  Many  cf  the  men  were 
beaten  by  guards  when  they  a.ttcroted  to  scrape  snew  off  the  ccnvas 
to  get  needed  liquids.  Conditions  again  were  poor.  Approximately 
225  of  the  original  1687  disembarked  at  hoji  and  105  of  that 
group  were  sick  and  wounded  and  were  taken  to  a  hospital.  At 
this  time  Lt,  Murcta  and  Jj.  V/ada  loft  the  group. 

Q.  What  hrpponcd  then? 

A.  This  hospital  was  a  bare  shod,  There  were  nc  doctors  and  wc  had 
t.o  lay  on  the  floor,  V/e  did  not  have  any  medical  aid  for  several 
days  and  v/e  received  only  a  small  quantity  of  food.  Wo  wore  fed 
twice  a  day  but  that  was  mainly  thin  rice  gruel.  V/e  remained 

l  here  until  February  20th,  The  death  roto  nt  this,  tine  was  very 

{  high  and  wo  had  about  DO  to  17  dead  a  day  and  on  February  20th, 

all  that  remained  cf  the  105  wore  27  men. 


( Signed )IIar old  J. Whitcomb, 

i  lst.Lt.,  AAF . 

{  7 
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State  of  ) 

)  S3 

County  of  ) 

I,  Hcrold  J.  Whitcomb,  of  lawful  a^o.,  boir.g  duly  3wcrn  on  ccili, 
state  that  I  have  road  fcfar.  foregoing  trunneripoion  of  my 
Interrogation  and  all  answer i  contained  therein  arc  true  to  the 
best  of  ny  knowledge  and  belief. 


(signed)  Harold  J.  Y.hitcomb, 

1st .  Lt.,  AAF, 

Subscribed  end  sworn  to  before  me  this  2?  day  of  Octofrey, ,  1945. 

( signed )  a^_lQ£iilc 

Post  Judge  Advocate 
Fletcher  General  lisp., 
Cambridge,  Ohio, 

CERTIFICATE 

I,  Meyer  Sugnrrcn,  Special  Agent,  Security  Intelligence  Corps, 
Fourth  Service  Command,  certify  that  Hcrold  J.  Whitcomb,  C2369502, 
1st.  Lt.,  personally  appeared  before  me  on  4  October,  1945?  end 
testified  concerning  V/er  Crimes;  and  that  the  foregoing  is  an 
accurate  transcription  of  the  answers  given  by  him  to  the  several 
questions  set  forth. 

Miami  Peach,  Florida,  (Signed)  Meyer  Sugarman 

Date:  11  October f  1945.  Special  Agant, 

So;viity  Intelligence  Corps, 
Foux  th  Sor^l  ie  Ccnnand  . 

CLRTI1IED  TRUE  COPY 

(sgd)  Everett  Chccket 
Major,  Infantry. 


I*  PO  TTi.-  Tf  n 

\2t*J  L.U.ftX  xJjU* 
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